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Cover picture is a wood engraving by Lynd Ward 
from his 1929 novel Gods’ Man. I am writing a 

paper about his work for my History of 
Recorded Information class. He illustrated a 
lot of books over his career, but published 6 

original stories without any words between 1929 
and 1937. They are heavily influenced by German 
Expressionism and silent films, but the pacing of 

a book without words is something really 
extraordinary.



Author’s Note:
Hello, my friends + family! Welcome to my 
newsletter zine. As you know, I started my 
master's in library + information science 

degree program at the end of September this 
year. Here is some information about what I 
have been doing in that program + also some 

general life updates. :)

partial 
eclipse of 
the sun

Juno + I went to watch 
the solar eclipse on 
October 14. It was 

pretty overcast, but 
you Could see it, and 
it was very moving! 

Juno did not look at it 
bc it’s “not good for 

your eyes,” but I had a 
very cool time + made 

this pictoral 
representation of it.



Here are some things that Juno + I call the 
cereals that we eat just for the purpose of 
being silly + having fun.





Bigleaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum)
There are a bunch of these around the 
overpass that connects the main campus to 
the train station. It is very funny that 
they are called bigleaf maples, because 
that is their primary characteristic! I 
noticed the huge maple leaves on the ground 
and was very surprised that they had come 
from such little trees! I love these guys!

Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica)
The cones on this tree are enormous + 
pretty typical of a cedar, but I had never 
seen one before! I spent a lot of time 
trying to figure out what it was because 
its needles are reminiscent of a spruce, 
but the cones grow up like a fir.

Monkey Puzzle Tree (Araucaria araucana)
I have never seen a tree like this! I was 
very lost when I found it + it was a wild 
surprise! They are native to the Chilean 
Andes, but can grow all the way up the 
Pacific coast. I didn’t see any cones on 
this one, but I will keep an eye out!

Coast Silktassel (Garrya elliptica)
Not to just Always say “I’ve never seen 
this before” but this was such an 
interesting discovery!! They’ve got these 
beautiful strings of flowers that are 
pretty dried out at this time of year, but 
still just incredibly cool! The leaves are 
like holly leaves but not spiky, waxed and 
curved in ripples. They are not native so 
far north but this one is doing really 
well!



Now I know what you’re thinking. You’re thinking 
“Oh, right, the Hugos happened in October – I can’t 
wait to see what Ilias thinks abt the results,” but 
that is not what this section is about.

I started a project at the beginning of the year 
when I was all of a sudden looking for things to 
read where I decided to read the 6 Hugo award best 
novel nominees for 2022. Why not the 2023 nominees, 
you ask? They simply had not been announced yet. So 
I set a goal to read the 2022 novel nominees. I read 
a couple of the novellas too, but that was 
accidental.

The project took a long time because I wasn’t 
focusing on it particularly hard, and because 3 of 
the books were part of a series. And a couple of 
them are still pretty in-demand at the library. But I 
am glad that I did it. I don’t know that I would have 
read any of these books otherwise, just bc I’m out 
of the new releases game, and I am glad to have 
read all of them!

My reading order (again dictated mostly by 
library availability but also bc I reread the first 
Wayfarers book + read the middle two for the first 
time) was Aoki, Clark, Martine, Parker-Chan, Weir, 
Chambers.



Didn’t write a review for 
this one, but I gave the 
first one 4.5 stars. I did 
enjoy the first one more, but 
they are both fun! They are a 
fun genre, though a little 
too clever some times. But I 
really enjoyed the setting 
and I haven’t read much like 
it.

My review at the time is 
more positive than I 
remember. It seems like I 
enjoyed the second half, and 
mostly remember the first. 
Historical fiction is often 
a hard sell for me, and I 
know so little abt WWI. But 
the vibes were great + there 
were so many well-drawn 
characters + architectural 
descriptions.

Gave this one 5 stars – I 
only give star ratings when 
I’m very confident. I 
really enjoyed the mix
of genres in this book, and 
it managed to be both light 
and serious without feeling 
contrived.



I enjoyed this much more than 
I expected to. The sf was 
softer than I expected, and 
the tensions throughout were 
kept at a very good level. I 
am interested in reading his 
previous work now.

Didn’t review this one at All 
It was good? I think it has 
been a little oversold, which 
I would like to not hold 
against it. Also Hate to get 
to the end of a book + it 
doesn’t end + whispers coyly 
abt a sequel. But yeah, 
Parker-Chan set out to mimic 
a specific genre, and they 
did an admirable job of it.

Read this one last because it 
took me forever to get 
through the first three, but 
I really enjoyed the whole 
series. It is soothing but 
compelling, and is having so 
much fun with the genre! 
Don’t recommend the 
audiobook,though.



I was very impressed by Aoki, Martine, and Weir, 
and the other three were also a fun time! Weir 
maybe I was impressed by bc I wasn’t expecting to 
enjoy it much. I think Kim Stanley Robinson has sort 
of worn me out on near-future hard sci-fi. I would 
have given the award to Light from Uncommon Stars, 
I think, but I am not surprised that Martine won it, 
nor do I think it was Undeserved.

Anyway, here are some thoughts. I gave them star 
ratings pretty off-the-cuff (though a couple were 
rated at time of review) largely for visual interest. 
I think in the case of these books, all of which I 
liked, the 1-dimensionality of the star rating system 
is obviously limiting. Like, I really enjoyed The 
Galaxy and the Ground Beneath, but it is definitely 
similar to the 3 preceding books. Which doesn’t 
really diminish my enjoyment of it as a book, but 
means it has a higher bar to clear if I have to 
constrain my ratings to one metric.

Will I do this year’s? Probably eventually? My 
reading for pleasure has definitely decreased since 
classes started. I have read Legends and Lattes, 
which I enjoyed. I don’t know if I would have 
nominated it for an award.



All we knew going in was that it would be a single-
colored sock, and that it would be based on Albrecht 
Durer’s engraving, Melencolia. It was my second mkal, 
and I had a lovely time. I finished the first sock 
shortly after the last clue was released in late 
September, but only made one sock because I only had 
one ball of yarn + it was wound so I could only 
access one end of it. I considered a bunch of different 
solutions to that problem but eventually decided to 
just calm down about it and knit one sock at a time.

As it turned out, that would have been a good idea 
because I did not have enough yarn for both socks, 
which I realized maybe ¾ of the way through sock 1. I 
decided to just finish sock 1, knit as much of sock 2 as 
possible, and then unwind as much of sock 1 as I need 
to make them match. It went well!

At the beginning of 
September I wanted to 
make some just regular 
textured socks that 
weren’t the usual boring 
shortie socks I spent the 
summer working on. It 
happened that at the same 
time Becky Greene was 
releasing the first clue of 
the sock she designed for 
a ravelry group’s 
September mystery knit-a-
long (mkal). 





Went to the ice cream shop 
after failing to buy a suit 
+ the ice cream scooper gave 
us the ice creams for free 
just to be nice bc they also 
hate formalwear!



Produced in LibreOffice Draw in Q3, 2023.
Fonts include AkaDora, LM Roman Caps 10, and 
Liberation Mono.

The picrew on the author’s note page is from 
https://picrew.me/en/image_maker/58833. 
Further thoughts on most of the books I have 
read recently can be found at 
https://app.thestorygraph.com/profile/leecall
iope
 

Thanks for reading! I 
would love any feedback – 
my contact information is 

all under the table of 
contents.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14

